THE MONKS                                9
There remains Hugh Northwold, possibly native of the
Norfolk village of that name, Abbot of St. Edmundsbury
from 1213 to 1228, Bishop of Ely from 1229 to 1255. He
would require particular notice in an account of the epis-
copate of Henry III if only for the eulogy of Matthew
Paris.1 No doubt, Paris would tend to be partial to the
oonly Benedictine among the bishops of his day, and certainly
'his comment is almost hyperbole: < the abbot of abbots, the
bishop of bishops, the very flower of the Black Order *;
one who for forty years deo laudabiliter militaverit. Looking
back on his career, we try to find the justification for such
praise. He was a monk at Bury in the time of Abbot
Samson. On the latter's death, although no office holder
and a comparatively young man, he was chosen as his
successor by the more enlightened element in the J^ouse.
The election, approved by Langton, was opposed by King
John.* Thus Hugh's initiation into affairs was a struggle
for royal recognition, which proceeded alongside the wider
struggle for freedom of conventual elections and the Charter
of Liberties. A fellow monk, writing a detailed account of
the conflict, was concerned to illustrate Hugh's patience,
ability, and moderation, in the face of a tedious lawsuit and
the threats and persuasions of King John.3 He preserved
also a calm determination never to yield the principle at
stake : c I will cheerfully obey the king's will in everything
save the rights of the Church.'4 As bishop, he took a share
in political affairs;5 indeed it is certain that King Henry
looked upon him with particular affection. In his diocese
he was an enthusiastic builder.6 He upheld Grosseteste in
one of the most dangerous and unpopular of his lawsuits.7
His way of life was blamelessly conventional.8 And reading
1  Chron. Maj. v. 454.
2  <Electio Hugonis', in Memorials of St. Edmundsbury', ii. 27-130.
3  Ibid., passim.                                4 Ibid., p. 96.
5  He was active during the years 1232-4 as papal commissioner against dis-
turbers of the realm.  Patent Rolls, iii. 477,495 ; Royal and other Historical Letters
illustrative of the reign of Henry III (ed. Shirley), i. 5 5 5.   Henry III appointed him
to the embassy which went to Provence in 1236 to escort Eleanor of Provence to
England.  Henry III also sent him to a conference with Frederick II at Vaucou-
leurs (Chron. Maj. iii. 335, 393).
6  Chron. Maj. v. 322.                   * RobertiGrosseteste Epistolae9^. 297.
8 Chron. Maj. v. 454 ; Chronicon Johannis de Oxenedes (ed. Ellis), p. 159.
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